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CHAPTER II.

THE  SHRADHA, OR  RELIGIOUS  CEREMONIES  FOR THE
BENEFIT  OF  THE  DEAD.

THE ceremonies now to be described are performed
by their relatives for the benefit of the dead.

In the case of old persons, or those who have been ill
for a long time, one ceremony called the Vaitararni rite
is performed before their death. This is called after
the name of a river which, it is supposed, the dead must
cross ere they enter heaven. Before the day arrives for
removing the sick man to the river, money is given to a
number of Brahmans in lieu of a cow, rice, etc,, that
they may guide and assist him in crossing this river.
When this is not performed before death, it forms part
of the ceremonies of the Shradha.

Of all ceremonies the Shradha is the most important,
and in some cases equal in expense to a marriage. It
takes place on the thirtieth day after the death of the
person on whose behalf it is celebrated. Its main
features are the feeding of large numbers of Brahmans
and Hindus of other castes, and in the presentation of
offerings of food, sweetmeats, etc., to the spirit of the
person recently deceased, and his or her ancestors.

Instructions concerning this ceremony are minutely
given in the Sastras. " During ten days funeral cakes,
together with libations of water and tila, must be offered